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• Who and where are we?

We have permission to call and we are now
seeking a new minister to lead and inspire our
three churches and to encourage us to work more
closely with each other.

We are a small group of committed and enthusiastic
Christians living in a particularly beautiful part of the North
West of Scotland. From one extreme end of the Parish to the
other is only 15 miles in length as the crow flies, but some 38
miles by road!

Within those 38 miles is some of Scotland’s finest scenery
taking in some of the west coast’s most attractive natural
assets. Our area would be perfect for a younger minister
with a family or a more mature person who would enjoy
a spectacular natural location and the outdoor life.

The parish of Glenelg, Kintail and Lochalsh was formed
by the union of the Lochalsh and Glenelg and Kintail
parishes in March 2015.

Each of the three churches making up our parish have
been without resident ministers for a number of years
now (Lochalsh since 2011 and Glenelg and Kintail since
2014).

The recently refurbished and upgraded parish manse is
located (just off the A87) right on the edge of Loch Duich
in Kintail.

The people of this Church of Scotland parish are united
in our desire to worship God and to spread the Gospel.



• Our Mission

Our purpose is to honour and enjoy God, proclaim
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, serve our
community in Jesus’ name, strengthen one another
in our spiritual life, and influence our world through
prayer, witness, truth and grace.



• Our Constitution
The Parish operates under the Model Deed of
Constitution, though moving to a Unitary Constitution
has been discussed and not discounted at the
moment.

The Kirk Session consists of 8 active Elders, 3 from
Glenelg, I from Kintail and 4 from Lochalsh. The
Congregational Board has 14 members.

The Kirk Session and Congregational Board meet on
the same afternoon/evening 4 times per year and
both are led at the moment, by the Interim
Moderator. The location of these meetings is
normally the Church Hall at Kirkton, the most central
building in the parish at the moment, but this
building is currently for sale. It should be noted that
meetings over the winter months can be difficult to
arrange if Mam Ratagan, the mountain between
Glenelg and the rest of the parish, is closed or
difficult to drive on because of snow or ice.

There are no employed staff in the organisation.
Cleaning, flowers, catering, creation of Intimation
Sheets, etc are all performed by willing volunteers.

The parish is aid-receiving, though recent sales of
property have realised a fair amount of money which
is held by 121. The M&M contribution for 2019 was
£36,066.

The grandeur of Kintail



��The Parish

This recently created parish in the north-west Highlands
has a rich ecclesiastical history going back to the early
saints (Columba , Cumine and Maelrubha are believed to
have visited our shores – not a bad beginning!).

The parish is often described as one of the most scenic
areas in the country and takes in the breathtaking road
from Shiel Bridge to Glenelg over the Mam Ratagan pass
and on down to Arnisdale and Corran at the southern end
with stunning vistas over to the Cuillin, Knoydart and the
islands of Eigg and Rum.

Glenelg features 2 of the mainland's finest examples of
Iron Age brochs as well as the Bernera Barracks built in
the early 1700s. From Glenelg you can sail ‘over the sea
to Skye’ on the seasonal ferry – the last of its kind in the
world.

The area’s most popular tourist attraction Eilean Donan
Castle – the world famous Macrae stronghold has
appeared in numerous blockbuster movies.

The quaint coastal village of Plockton is well remembered
as the location for the popular TV series Hamish McBeth.
Our area’s largest village is Kyle of Lochalsh and is the
terminus of the railway line from Inverness and is the
gateway to the Isle of Skye over the stunning new bridge
completed in 1995.

The Glenelg Ferry

Dun Troddan, one of the Iron Age Brochs near Glenelg



• The Parish contd.
Our parish is located about 180 miles north-west of
Glasgow and about 75 miles west of Inverness by car and
is also well served by bus and railway links. The main
villages are Kyle of Lochalsh, Balmacara, Dornie, Plockton,
Achmore, Inverinate and Glenelg. The current population
is around 2,000, but is likely to have grown by the 2021
census.

Kyle is the main centre for the whole of the Parish and
benefits from a modern health centre, a supermarket, a
bank, police station, swimming pool / fitness suite, library
and council information point and a range of other services,
as well as restaurants and shops.

Our area is a distinctive rural parish with active crofting,
fishing and seafaring traditions, but with many modern
amenities including ever improving broadband coverage.
Kyle is also the main employment centre with the MOD
facility, the harbour and the recently built fishfood processing
factory at Kyleakin.

Kyle is also the base for the area’s lifeboat service and both
Kyle and Glenelg have local fire services which are well
served by local volunteers. Glenelg also has its own
Mountain Rescue team.

The Church of Scotland throughout our Parish enjoys very
good relations with the other denominations, and the Parish
churches are still regarded as central to community life.
Gaelic services are held quarterly as part of our communion
season.

The pontoons at Kyle of Lochalsh

Eilean Donan Castle



• The Parish contd.
Within our Parish there are primary schools in Kyle, Plockton,
Auchtertyre, Lochduich and Glenelg which offer an impressive
range of extra-curricular sport, drama, music and educational trips
in addition to the staple curriculum.

The High School located in Plockton serves around 300 pupils and
offers a full secondary curriculum including Gaelic and traditional
boat building! Local clergy are welcome at the school.

The High School and its feeder primaries enjoy a very good
reputation and it achieves strong ratings for schools in national
assessments and SQA exams. The National Centre of Excellence
in Traditional Music is also based there.

The High School also benefits from the COOL (Christian Outlook
on Lochalsh) initiative established in 2001. Its youth worker acts as
a link between the school and local ministers in the pastoral life of
the school. The COOL worker also spends time in all the local
primaries establishing a strong bond based in Christianity.

This is a wonderful, friendly and caring community with numerous
charities and fundraising activities for worthwhile causes. It still
retains the best aspects of Highland civility in which people from a
range of places and backgrounds feel very welcome and is a
popular tourist destination and at the same time a vibrant, forward-
looking area in which to live.

The Parish of Glenelg, Kintail and Lochalsh has much to offer and
there is a huge potential for Christian ministry in this beautiful part
of the north-west Highlands.

The picturesque village of Plockton

Sandaig, where author Gavin Maxwell wrote ‘Ring of Bright Water’



Glenelg

There is a church service each Sunday
at 12.15pm This service is normally
led by whoever leads the service in
Kintail at 10.15am.

Attendance is generally in the teens
and has remained steady for a few
years now. Special services, such as
those for the Harvest Festival,
Remembrance Sunday and Watchnight,
do attract larger congregations,
sometimes with members from other
denominations.

There is a printed Order of Service
each week which includes parish-wide
intimations, points for prayer and
contact details for the Elders. Praise
items are normally accompanied on
the organ, however a Digital Hymn
Player is used if the organist is
unavailable.

• Our Churches

Kintail

The church at Kintail has been sold to
a local undertaker, but he has kindly
agreed to allow the congregation to
return for regular Sunday services
after some restorative work has been
carried out. In the meantime, worship
is carried out at the Inverinate
Community Hall at 10.15am each
Sunday.

Services in Kintail follow a similar
pattern to those in Glenelg,.

When the Joint Parish Communion is
held in Kintail, and the Inverinate
Community Hall is used,
arrangements have to be made with
the Free Church of Scotland (who
have their services in the same hall)
in order for a period of Fellowship to
follow the service.

Lochalsh

The church in Kyle of Lochalsh holds
a church service each Sunday at
11.00am Attendance is steady at
about 35.

Following a “Forward Together”
initiative about 18 months ago, efforts
have been made to bring the whole
parish together for social occasions
such as a Messy Church and Film
Nights. These are often held in Kyle
where the church hall there has the
best facilities of all three churches.
However, a couple of very successful
ceilidhs have been held in the
Inverinate Community Hall and it is
hoped to continue these in the future.

Prayer Meetings are held on each
Wednesday evening and a Men’s
Prayer Breakfast, involving 12-15 men
from all denominations, is held on the
first Saturday of each month.

There are normally 3-4 Joint Parish Communions each year, with each church hosting at least one.
These services are followed by a time of Fellowship.



• The Manse
As stated earlier, the Manse of the Parish is situated in Kintail in the
village of Inverinate. It has recently undergone a total renovation,
and within its stunning setting on the shores of Loch Duich, it is one
of the nicest properties in the area.

Inverinate, just off the A87 Kyle to Inverness road, is a small rural
community with a primary school, a petrol station-cum-shop and
a community centre/hall.

There is a small selection of shops and services in Dornie and
Balmacara. The largest centre of population, with shops and medical
and dental facilities is in Kyle of Lochalsh, some 13 miles to the west.

There is a reliable bus service with two buses to Glasgow and
two to Inverness per day. The local Macrae bus has services from
Arnisdale to Kyle and from Kyle to Plockton.

If the successful minister and his or her family are keen on the
outdoors, then Inverinate is the place to live. Great walks, Munros
as far as the eye can see and a loch literally on the doorstep.
Inverinate is also close to the centre of the parish, making travel to
the outer reaches easier. However, for a married minister, it
would probably be better to have 2 cars to give the spouse some
travel flexibility.

The Manse

The new fitted kitchen overlooking Loch Duich



• Our Buildings
Considerable work has been carried out over the past 10 years to
dispose of unwanted buildings and land.  At the time of writing we have
two churches, one manse, two ex-manses, two church halls (Kyle of
Lochalsh and Kirkton) and 2 glebes (Plockton and Glenelg).  The Plockton
glebe has been sold, but the sale awaits formal completion.

Glenelg Church

                            Kirkton Hall                                                   Ardrae in Kyle             Plockton Glebe

Glenelg Church Kyle ChurchGlenelg Church Former Lochalsh Manse





Our Activities

The Parish has a small, active, enthusiastic and
effective Guild. They have monthly meetings in
Lochalsh Church Hall where guest speakers give
enlightening talks and  presentations. There are
no male members but men are welcome to the
meetings. The Guild is very effective at raising
money for national Guild projects.

• Wednesday Prayer Meetings

A small number of the Lochalsh congregation
meet in Lochalsh hall from late autumn to early
summer. As well as prayers the group listen to
sermons by well-known preachers and have lively
discussions afterwards.

• 

An inter-denominational Men’s Prayer Breakfast
is held in Lochalsh Hall on the first Saturday of
every month between 8 am and 10 am. A
delicious breakfast is followed by a period of Bible
study before entering into a time of prayer.

•

Members of the congregation have hosted a
series of Open Church Days at Glenelg Church
on Mondays during the summer period. Visitors
and locals alike were given a warm welcome and
were able to look around the Church and historic
graveyard and learn of its history.



• The Glenelg Cumine Project
For over a decade, it has been acknowledged that Glenelg
Church is going to face either serious remedial building
work (for which there is no funding available) or plan to
redevelop the building as a viable place for Christian
worship and as a focal point for the village for generations
to come.

Unless significant funding is sourced in the near future the
building will prove too costly for the Church of Scotland to
run as a Church and decisions will have to be made over
its future viability.

To this end, the Congregational Board appointed a local
consultant to look at all locally owned Church property and
make proposals and project manage and ensure they
become fit for purpose. In Glenelg’s case it was agreed
that a local group be established to work with the
consultant to work up a Business Plan to make the case to
funding bodies to support the project financially.

The Cumine Group (named after St Cumine, the Abbot of
Iona who landed on the shore where the Church now stands)
has now been formed and consists of enthusiastic Church
members as well as representatives of the local community.

The Cumine Group is currently considering options on how
the Church building could be made much more use of and
how it could generate its own income. Funding sources have
been identified and a Business Plan is being created to make
the case for the significant funding that will be required to
upgrade and improve the building.

Historic Glenelg Church



• Visions for the future

Our vision is for a minister to help us build
on the work carried out by the congregation
in bringing not only our parish closer
together, but also in bringing the people of
the area closer to our church.



Are you being called?
Glenelg, Kintail and Lochalsh offers a wonderful challenge to an
incoming minister. The congregational numbers may be on the low
side, they might even be on the “older” side, however they have
shown that in the years of the Vacancy, they are very much on the
positive side.

If you think you can help us spread the gospel in our wonderful area,
inspire our three congregations to work more closely with each other
and bring Christ back into the lives of many, then please contact the
Clerk to the Nominating Committee,

Andy Will
5 Bank Street

Plockton,
Ross-shire
IV52 8TP

Tel: 01599 544276

andy@plockton.org.uk

We look forward to hearing from you soon!


